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2021 

 

In August, the Kennel Club published a lot of very comprehensive advice about 

organising shows during the current Covid 19 Pandemic. They have also suspended / 

amended various regulations. 

We are publishing that advice in full for Obedience, Rally, and HTM. 

The Kennel Club recommendations obviously vary depending on the activity. At first 

when you look at the various Risk Assessments included in this issue you may well think 

that this is nothing to do with you as you are not a show secretary, manager, etc. 

Regardless of what activity you compete in you need to read and understand all the 

issues a club may be facing in organising a show. 

Inevitably shows are going to be different. Because each club will have its own unique 

challenges due to local authority area, site landowner, insurers etc. it does mean that 

no two shows will be the same. 

In Obedience one weekend you may be doing Stays as normal, but the next weekend 

you could find yourself doing stays in the heelwork ring. 

Shows held indoors will have their own challenges. In HTM shows the judges tables will 

need to be sanitised between each class when the judges change. (There’s a new job 

for someone!) For Rally social distancing becomes an issue for the walk through before 

each class. 

For those of you competing in more than one activity you have a lot of reading, but at 

the end of the day the more you understand what the clubs are doing and why they are 

doing it the easier it will be for everybody and the more enjoyment everybody will 

have. 

Because there is a lot to read in this issue we have made it downloadable as a PDF. That 

way you may find it easier to download it and print the pages that concern you. 
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Sadly it is extremely difficult for the animal 
sanctuary owners all over the UK who have 
dedicated their lives caring for abused and 
abandoned animals of all shapes and sizes. With 
an influx of now unwanted animals as well as 
financial difficulties animal rescue centres and 
sanctuaries need our support more than ever. 
 
We are encouraging people all over the UK to 
"pose with a nose" for Wetnose Day on 18th 
September as well as fund-raise if they possibly can. Noses cost just £5 and all funds go to 
Wetnose Animal Aid to distribute to sanctuaries across the UK. 
 
Wetnose Animal Aid distributes funds to amazing sanctuaries perhaps to pay a vet bill or animal 
feed bill and this can take the pressure off the people running the sanctuaries - even for a little 
while. 
 
https://wetnoseanimalaid.com/celebrity-support/  

“Wetnose Day for animal’s lovely idea, 
yes we definitely need more help and 
support with wildlife and hedgehogs 
rescues, so yes I’ll support Wetnose Day 
by wearing a Nose for a Pose”. 
Chris Packham 

Wetnose Day 18 September 

https://wetnoseanimalaid.com/celebrity-support/
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P et owners have spoken of the 
therapeutic benefits of dog 
walking in the National Park 

during the COVID-19 pandemic – and are 
now urging others to make the most of the 
countryside this autumn while keeping 
their furry friend on a lead. 

As the world marks International Dog Day on 26 
August, the National Park Authority is offering 
top tips for a great dog walk and sharing some of 
its cutest countryside canine pictures. 

It comes as research studies have shown that dog owners are four times more likely to meet the 
national recommended amount of weekly physical activity than people without dogs.  

The stunning scenery of the National Park and its 3,300km of public rights of way have been a 
lifeline for dog-walkers across the region during the past six months, including Alison Berrisford. 

Alison said dog walking in the South Downs is a cathartic experience for her and her two Siberian 
cross German Shepherds, Badger and Laika. 

Alison, from Bordon in Hampshire, explained: 
“Dog walking helps me relax, especially with the 
current pandemic.  

“Sometimes we’re so busy in “normal” life that 
we forget to take time to ourselves. Dog walking 
has improved my life by allowing me to take my 
time and breathe in the nature around me. Even 
just half an hour a day has a tremendous benefit 
on my mental health and allows me to focus on 
being in the moment with my best friends – 
that’s what I really love about dog walking. 

Alison is currently a dog ambassador for the 
Heathlands Reunited project, which is working 
to protect and enhance the precious, but 
vulnerable, lowland heaths of the National Park.  

The project was able to pilot this pioneering 
volunteer role thanks to generous National 
Lottery Heritage funding. 

Alison added: “We are so lucky to have the 

The wonderful benefits of responsible dog walking in 

the South Downs National Park 
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Alison added: “We are so lucky to have the 
beautiful South Downs countryside to explore, 
but we need to be mindful that we play our part 
in helping to look after it. I always pick up my 
dog’s poo to ensure it doesn’t ruin someone 
else’s walk and more importantly so no germs get 
into the soil – poo bags are inexpensive and 
there’s some great corn-starch compostable 
versions available now so you can protect the 
countryside and not worry about adding to 
landfill.”  

As farmers are in the thick of harvest season at 
this time of year, dog walkers have an important 
role to play in helping to look after the South 
Downs.  

Farmer Caroline Harriott, whose family farm 
tenanted land near Sompting, explained: “As a 
farming family fortunate enough to farm on the beautiful South Downs, we take great pride in 
being custodians of the countryside and at the same time producing quality local produce for the 
general public. 

“However, like lots of other farmed areas on the Downs, our farm is a busy, professional 
workplace, so there are a few simple things that visitors, especially dog walkers, can do to help 
ensure we can go about our daily work and continue to provide delicious produce. 

“Please park sensibly, allowing space for tractors and access to field gates at all times, take your 
litter, and dog poo home and please stick to the many footpaths to help protect precious crops 
and ensure ground nesting birds can flourish. It is also vital to keep your dogs on a lead around 
wildlife and livestock to ensure farmer’s livestock can graze safely and for you and your own 
dog’s safety. A pregnant ewe can easily abort her young if she is chased and the devastation that 
can result from a dog attack is extremely upsetting and also costly to our family business.” 

As part of the Take The Lead initiative, here are four steps to being a good pooch this autumn: 

• Keep dogs on a lead near livestock 

• Bag and bin your poo, any public bin will do 

• Respect farmland and stick to the paths  

• Do not enter military training areas when the red flags are flying 

Allison Thorpe, Access and Recreation Lead for the National Park, added: “We know many people 
have rediscovered the joys of the countryside during the COVID-19 pandemic and we expect this 
to continue as we move from the summer months and into the autumn. 

“It’s fantastic that dog-walkers are enjoying the mental and physical benefits of the great 
outdoors and long may this continue.” 

For more details about the Take The Lead initiative visit www.southdowns.gov.uk/take-the-lead/ 

http://www.southdowns.gov.uk/take-the-lead/
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N 
ew research from the Kennel Club 
shows a quarter of new owners 
admit buying a puppy during the 
coronavirus pandemic with little 
research 

More than two in five bought a puppy to be 
their Covid companion and two thirds agree 
that their dog was a ‘lifeline in lockdown’ 

However nearly one in four pandemic puppy 
buyers admit they could have inadvertently 
bought from a puppy farm, and a fifth don't 
know whether their dog will suit their lifestyle 
after lockdown - citing worries about 
behaviour, time and costs 

Kennel Club launches campaign helping 
owners to #BePuppywise - providing vital 
resources and advice from how to avoid being 
scammed and buy a puppy responsibly, to 
training tips for pandemic pets 

New statistics provide a state-of-the-nation 
picture of life in lockdown, as thousands 
sought canine companionship to get through 
the isolation and anxiety caused by the 
coronavirus pandemic.   

The research, released this week by the 
Kennel Club as part of its #BePuppywise 
campaign, shows 41 per cent of those who 
bought a pandemic puppy said the main 
reason was to have a lockdown companion, 38 
per cent said it was because they were at 
home more, and 27 per cent got their puppy 
to help them or their family through the 
difficult lockdown period.   

Almost two thirds (63 per cent) of those who 
bought a puppy during the pandemic believed 
lockdown was the perfect time to get a puppy 
– with three quarters also stating their dog 
was the best thing about lockdown – yet 
thousands missed red flags in the process: 

27 per cent paid money before actually seeing 
their puppy 

42 per cent didn’t see the puppy’s breeding 
environment, in real-life or via video call 

An overwhelming 83 per cent weren’t asked 
any questions by the breeder about their 
suitability as owners 

With many desperate for a four-legged 
companion, a worrying one in four (25 per 
cent) spent less than two hours doing their 
research, leaving them particularly vulnerable 
to scams and unable to spot the signs of an 
unscrupulous breeder. Shockingly, almost a 
quarter (24 per cent) of pandemic puppy 
buyers also think their puppy could have 
originated from a puppy farm. 

Welfare organisations like the Kennel Club are 
also concerned about the consequences of 
these quick decisions as lockdown lifts: 

One in five new owners who bought a puppy 
during the pandemic admit they hadn’t fully 
considered the long-term commitment or 
responsibility that comes with having a dog 

18 per cent are not sure how they will look 
after their dog when they return to work – in 
fact only just over half (52 per cent) said they 
had taken this in to consideration before 
getting their puppy 

Nearly a quarter (22 per cent) are concerned 
about their puppy’s socialisation and 
behaviour due to lockdown restrictions, 
including when meeting other people and 
dogs. Less than half (45 per cent) researched 
puppy training before getting their dog 

15 per cent are worried about whether they 
can afford their dog and associated costs - like 
insurance, food, and vet bills – and one in 
three (34 per cent) don’t have pet insurance 

The coronavirus puppy boom - one in four admit impulse buying 

a pandemic puppy 
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15 per cent agree in hindsight, they weren’t 
ready to get a puppy 

Following this research, which illustrates a 
nation in need of puppy love yet with 
increasingly hasty buying habits accompanied 
by worrying consequences, the Kennel Club 
has launched its #BePuppywise campaign, 
urging people to take their time and do proper 
research when getting a dog. The campaign 
provides advice, tools and resources, from 
videos to top tips for both potential owners to 
help them find the right dog and breeder, and 
prepare for their new family member, as well 
as those new owners who are struggling with 
their pandemic puppy, helping them care for 
their new best friend as lockdown lifts and 
beyond. 

“Our dogs are certainly helping us through the 
pandemic, providing a welcome and happy 
distraction as Covid-19 causes anxiety, 
suffering and disruption across the nation,” 
commented Bill Lambert, Head of Health and 
Welfare at the Kennel Club. “However we do 
have concerns about those puppies which may 
have been bought on impulse, without owners 
doing their homework on how or where to get 
a dog responsibly, or fully realising a puppy is a 
new family member for life, not a short-term 
commodity. 

“These hasty decisions not only play into the 
hands of the opportunistic scammers and 
puppy farmers operating during the pandemic 
– but can also sadly result in puppies being 
rehomed if owners haven’t carefully 
considered how their dog will fit their ‘normal’ 
life. In the current climate it’s never been 
more crucial to be puppywise via thorough, 
extensive research, taking time to find the 
right dog and breeder, and being aware of the 
red flags, as well as preparing for your new 
arrival and being a responsible owner. By 
wising up, you’re actively taking steps to 
prevent a potentially damaging lockdown 
legacy for puppies across the UK.” 

The Kennel Club has produced a ‘litter in 

lockdown’ video with Dragons' Den 
entrepreneur and KC Assured Breeder, Jenny 
Campbell, which shows puppy buyers what a 
responsible breeder looks like, and how to be 
a responsible new puppy owner during the 
pandemic. The video and more tips on how to 
#BePuppywise is available at 
www.thekennelclub.org.uk/be-puppywise. 

Jenny added: “Puppies take time, effort and 
care! And a ‘pandemic puppy’ will certainly 
need an extra hand in their training and 
socialisation. By being puppywise, and making 
use of the Kennel Club’s tips, expert advice 
and resources to work out if you’re ready for a 
puppy and how to buy one responsibly, as well 
as understanding your puppy and how to be a 
good owner, your canine companion will be 
happy and healthy, providing you with a 
lifetime of happiness, fun and a new best 
friend.” 

#BePuppywise checklist: 

 Make sure you’re ready for a dog 

 Find the right breed for you 

 Know what a responsible breeder looks 
like, consider a Kennel Club Assured 
Breeder 

 Find out which health tests to look for 

 Visit the breeder and see your puppy in 
its breeding environment, with its mum 

 Be aware of rogue breeder red flags 

 Take time with your decision 

 Prepare for the arrival of your puppy 

 Research puppy training and understand 
how to be a responsible dog owner 

 Enjoy life with your new best friend! 

http://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/be-puppywise
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• Fitted wardrobe company Spaceslide has launched The Pawdrobe, a 
sliding door wardrobe designed exclusively for dogs. 

• It features a collar hanger, hanging rails, accessory trays and even a built-
in dog bed. 

• The Pawdrobe is priced at £990 and owners can sign up for updates from 
today. 

 
Sliding door wardrobe company Spaceslide has today unveiled its newest design; The Pawdrobe - 
a sliding door wardrobe designed especially for your dog! 
Solving the problem of where to store your pets’ ever-expanding collection of collars, coats and 
leads, The Pawdrobe features an open wardrobe for easy access alongside hidden storage behind 
grey glass and oak panelled sliding doors. 
 

Inside is full of pet-friendly storage solutions. Two hanging rails provide plenty of space for coats, 
jumpers and t-shirts, while accessory trays display collar tags, bow ties and bandanas beautifully. 
 

A pull-out rail provides the perfect storage for towels - a rainy day essential - while toys can be 
kept neat and tidy in The Pawdrobe’s internal storage baskets. Two high-level shelves complete 
the interior of the sliding wardrobe, providing the ideal space to store blankets and spare pet 
beds. 
 

The open section of The Pawdrobe features a handy shelf - located out of the reach of little paws 
- which doubles up as treat storage and a collar hanger. With their collars neatly displayed, you 
can easily choose the perfect look for their next walk. 
 

Being a four-legged fashionista can be exhausting but thankfully, The Pawdrobe features a dog 
bed platform to house their favourite mattress. Whether they’re lounging while you select their 
outfit for the day or are chilling out post-walk, it’s an ideal spot to rest and recharge while also 
keeping your floor space free of a dog bed. 
 

The Pawdrobe even includes storage for humans too, with internal hooks to hang coats, 
umbrellas and dog leads. 
 

The Pawdrobe can be fitted or free-standing and is priced at £990 including vat and delivery. Pet 
owners can register their interest on the Spaceslide website from today. 
 

Alex Simmons, Product Development Manager at Spaceslide commented: “With a huge market 
for pet clothing and accessories in the UK, we have designed The Pawdrobe to help pet owners 
bring some order to both their homes and their dog’s wardrobe.  
 

Drawing on over 40 years’ experience in designing and fitting wardrobes for humans, this is our 
first venture into the canine market. We’re proud of the practical, high-spec Pawdrobe we have 
created, which allows owners to treat their pets like the VIPs they are.” 
https://www.spaceslide.co.uk/sliding-wardrobe-doors/pawdrobe 

Introducing The Pawdrobe:  

A Sliding Door Wardrobe For Your Dog 

https://www.spaceslide.co.uk/sliding-wardrobe-doors/pawdrobe
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Kennel Club Board statement:  

Kennel Club events 
 
 
Following the statement made by The Kennel Club at the beginning of July, the Kennel Club Board 

would like to continue to reassure competition organisers, exhibitors and competitors that our 

sports committees remain committed to working on solutions to help enable shows, 

competitions and other events to resume as and when they can and it is safe for them to do so. 

All risk assessments are unique to each event and venue, taking this into account we can share a 

range of headings which must be considered within a risk assessment. The purpose of which is to 

ensure that all reasonable steps are taken to mitigate the risk of transmission of Covid-19 and to 

implement social distancing amongst participants. These include: 

Be flexible and adaptable 

One of the most important considerations is to think of the impact on financial planning, for 

example reduced capacity in respect of entries or spectators, local lockdowns and cancellation 

and the additional costs of signage, hygiene and cleaning measures required as well as all the pre 

financial costs in running an event. 

Practical measures  

The sorts of measure to take into account include: 

• The social distancing parameters 2m/1m (with mitigation), 10m2 per person density, ‘last 

mile’ (zone around event venue) and the effect on its local amenities such as hotels, 

campsites, pubs etc 

• Entrance/exit, queue management, pinch points – congestion, crowd density/capacity, ring 

management, touch points (shared equipment etc), ventilation (indoor venues), hygiene, 

catering, toilets, PPE masks 

• Individuals you need to think about - competitors/exhibitors, veterinary cover (if applicable 

to the event), judges, stewards, visitors, and any trade stand holders 

• Arrangements for ‘Test and Trace’ 
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Tony Allcock OBE, Kennel Club Chairman, said: “The Board would like to acknowledge the 

tremendous efforts being made by Kennel Club staff, many of them working remotely due to the 

current pandemic which has generated a vast number of enquiries. Event management and 

planning also involves a huge amount of work including liaison with associated bodies, all of 

which has been dealt with in a very efficient way often under very challenging circumstances. 

“The Board shares the anguish and frustrations of the dog world with this enforced halt of our 

beloved hobbies; the same sentiment is being expressed by many involved in other similar 

competitive leisure activities. However, the overriding concern for all at this time is to keep 

people safe. We have sympathy with those trying to arrange events, large or small, and cannot 

stress enough the importance of keeping abreast of the Government’s guidance which is 

regularly changing and Local Authority consultation is essential. We are continuing to liaise with 

Government but in the meantime there is a range of advice and guidance for clubs and societies 

on our website for those which are considering running a show or trial.” 

Due to the pace of changing information we suggest that for current Government advice for all 

parts of the UK please visit the following websites: 

England –gov.uk/coronavirus 

Scotland –gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19 

Wales –wales/coronavirus 

Northern Ireland –nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/coronavirus-covid-19 

To view Kennel Club advice for shows and societies please visit thekennelclub.org.uk/operational-

plan-for-the-resumption-of-licensed-events/ 

11th August 2020 - 4:59 PM 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://gov.wales/coronavirus
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/coronavirus-covid-19
https://thekennelclub.org.uk/operational-plan-for-the-resumption-of-licensed-events/
https://thekennelclub.org.uk/operational-plan-for-the-resumption-of-licensed-events/
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Societies are required to consider Government advice, including DEFRA, in place at the time 

when planning an event. It is also worth noting that current advice is different for different parts 

of the United Kingdom and this needs to be taken into account when planning the event both in 

relation to the venue and expected participants. 

Societies are also going to have to be flexible and consider the implications of a local lockdown. 

Local authorities have the authority to close local outside spaces, shut premises and cancel 

events if they feel it is necessary. Therefore it is imperative that liaison is undertaken with the 

local authority to ensure any specific area requirements are included in an events risk 

assessment. 

There are a number of areas that should be considered when deciding whether to hold a 

planned event or not. It should be noted that if the society decides not to hold an event which is 

already licenced, the Kennel Club policy is to refund the licence fee, or it may be transferred to 

pay for a future event. Notification of the cancellation and the decision regarding the licence fee 

should be advised to sass@thekennelclub.org.uk except for Field Trials which should be sent to 

gundogs@thekennelclub.org.uk. Further information and clarification about the cancellation 

procedure for all events can be found on the cancellation page. 

One of the main concerns for societies is whether there will be adequate insurance cover. It is 

always best to check with the society’s own insurance provider. It is unlikely that any Covid-19 

specific insurance will be available but general public liability will be available. A society should 

ensure that best efforts are undertaken to ensure that the venue/ground is Covid-19 safe, in line 

with Government advice available at the time (including risk assessments). This will then help to 

demonstrate that it has discharged its duty of care to participants and visitors. It is not possible 

to guarantee a no Covid-19 risk scenario, and there will be an element of assumption of risk by 

the participant/visitor. The society’s job is to minimise that risk. All Clubs and Societies must 

appoint a Covid Safety Officer, whose responsibility is to make sure that Covid prevention 

procedures are maintained throughout the day, this person may be an existing steward or an 

additional person. A log must be kept of any untoward incidents. The Covid Safety Officer must 

be named on the event schedule. 

A statement must be included in all schedules to state that if a competitor, or anyone in their 

household, has Covid-19 related symptoms or has tested positive for Covid-19 they must not 

attend the event and should self isolate in line with Government advice. 

General areas for consideration by societies will revolve around financial planning for the event 

and whether it will be feasible to proceed whilst following government advice and social 

distancing requirements (i.e. reduced capacity/gate). It will be necessary to ensure the planned 

Operational plan for the resumption of Licensed Events 
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venue is open for bookings, and for some events, that local hotels are able to accommodate the 

required number of bookings. 

Every society must undertake its own individual Covid-19 planning risk assessment in addition to 

the normal risk assessment that is undertaken for every event. 

Any particular measures or conditions that competitors need to be aware of prior to the event 

must be included within the schedule.  

Specific areas that need to be considered are as follows: 

Venue 

Written guidance should be sought from the venue hirer regarding any special measures the 

show committee must undertake during their hiring period. 

Is there space for additional distance to be provided between vehicles? Car parking marshals may 

be required to ensure vehicles are parked at appropriate distances between each other.  It may 

be necessary to dictate the types of vehicles that can be accommodated in day parking, and that 

no gazebos/tents can be erected around cars, to ensure there is sufficient space for people to 

walk safely between the vehicles and from the car park to the ring area. 

Rings may need to be spread out more than previously to allow space between the rings for free 

movement of people and to ensure that those in adjacent rings are not too close to each other. It 

may be necessary to state that people may not walk between certain rings. Disposable ring tape 

should be considered to remove the necessity for disinfecting ring ropes. 

Indoor venues may need to have more space around rings for social distancing and a separate 

entrance and exit should be encouraged, with a one way system included. 

Is your proposed venue therefore large enough to accommodate the above and any other special 

requirements? Do you need to reconsider which classes are scheduled so as to reduce the 

number of competitors and therefore vehicles and possibly rings that are required? 

Spectators 

Does your activity normally allow spectators, and if so, will these be allowed in the current 

climate? How will these individuals be defined, you may need to define individuals who may 

attend as spectators, for example only family members etc. How will you monitor who is at your 

event should you be required to provide details for track and trace purposes? Written 

information on all participants must be collated, this must be detailed enough to allow NHS Test 

and Trace to contact all participants if any attendee becomes ill with COVID-19. These records 

must be kept for 21 days. 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Schedule of events 

It is not necessary for any activity to schedule a full range of classes and therefore societies 

should consider carefully which classes / stakes to schedule to ensure the event is of a 

manageable size, taking into consideration all the health and safety requirements. A statement 

must be included in all schedules to state that if a competitor, or anyone in their household, has 

Covid-19 related symptoms or has tested positive for Covid-19 they must self isolate in line with 

Government advice. The competitor must not attend the event. 

Veterinary Cover 

For those events that do not have on-site veterinary cover, liaison must be undertaken with the 

on-call veterinary practice to ensure it is able to provide the required cover. 

Judges 

If a judge has been contracted for a future show / event and is no longer willing to officiate due 

to concerns relating to Covid-19, their age or health, the contract should be cancelled and a new 

judge appointed. It must be acknowledged that everyone’s circumstances are different and 

therefore the Kennel Club will not take any action against a judge not fulfilling their appointment 

in these circumstances. 

Overseas Judges and Competitors 

Societies should carefully consider appointing UK based judges only during the pandemic and 

whether overseas entries should be accepted. 

Officials’ meals 

Hospitality and catering arrangements for judges, officials and stewards should be revised in line 

with relevant Covid-19 and food safety guidelines. If judges are to be seated, social distancing 

must be maintained, and staggered lunch times should be encouraged. If meals are being served, 

appropriate PPE should be worn by those serving. 

Awards 

Societies should review the Kennel Club requirements in relation to what awards are compulsory 

and consider how these should be presented. It may be possible for electronic results to be 

provided with minimal awards on the day. Where awards are required consideration needs to be 

given to how these will be prepared and issued. 

Further information 

All disciplines have created specific risk assessments templates and guidance for their own 

disciplines and these can be found on the Kennel Club Website. 

(Continued from page 15) 
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Operational plan for the resumption of Obedience 

Societies are required to consider Government advice, including DEFRA, in place at the time 

when planning an event.  It is also worth noting that current advice is different for different 

parts of the United Kingdom and this needs to be taken into account when planning the event 

both in relation to the venue and expected participants. 

Risk assessment 

A copy of how to layout your obedience risk assessment can be found on Page 19 

Obedience regulations temporarily suspended / amended until 1 July 2021 

Societies are advised to hold smaller shows where possible to allow more space for social 

distancing and space around rings. Classes could be planned for either a morning or afternoon, 

and be advised in the schedule so that competitors can manage their arrival and departure. 

All special arrangements put in place in relation to the regulations listed below must be clearly 

stated in the schedule. 

Regulations have been amended / altered to facilitate smaller shows as follows: 

Licences – Regulation G.7 

Societies may apply for any type of licence up to 6 weeks prior to the show date. (The required 

date may not be available if another Championship society already has that date.) 

Awards – Regulation G19 

Printed award cards need not be given but class results can be sent out after the show to all 

competitors to be retained as evidence 

Catalogue – Regulation G26 

Electronic version only to be shared with judges and other officials. Any Kennel Club returns to be 

sent electronically 

A Complete set of results to be published as a record of the dogs achievements instead of prize 

cards. 

Running orders – Regulation G29.f 

Societies will decide whether classes will have a pre-drawn full running order or one set up on 

the day, either as a full running order or time slots as handler’s book in. In each case the order of 

working must be adhered to with handlers available to compete when required. 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Timed stays – Regulation G29.g 

Stay times will remain as per regulations but timed stays and the need for a separate ring may be 

suspended if the show society wishes. Classes may instead have stays in groups in the working 

ring, for example after every 10/12 dogs have been judged, those dogs will then do their stays, or 

at the end of class with only those with a viable score. Judge and Ring Steward will manage the 

stays when they take place in the working ring. 

Number of entrants / classes 

Regulation G(A) 

It is suggested that not all classes are scheduled but that events are restricted to either the lower 

classes (e.g. Introductory to A) or higher (e.g. Novice to C). 

Regulation G(A)3 

It is recommended to restrict any dog to enter no more than two classes. 

Capped Classes – Regulation G(A)13 

Societies are advised to consider the use of capped classes. 

Competing – Regulation G34.f scent and Equipment – Regulation G(C)2.d 

Scent test for Class A, B & C can take place as part of the ring work in a designated area of the 

ring set aside for this. 

Tests – Regulation G(C)4.i.(3) and Regulations G(C)4.i.(4) 

Class A and Class B scent will be as detailed in the Regulations 

Class C Scent will be the handler’s scent, there will be 2 decoy cloths, both from the same decoy 

steward. 

All cloths will placed in a box and not handled for at least 48 hours before the event. 

The judge will place the cloth in the pattern in Class B & Class C.  

The Ring steward may then act as decoy steward. 

 

Updated 11/08/2020 

(Continued from page 17) 
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RISK ASSESSMENT FOR AN OBEDIENCE SHOW 
Effective Planning is concerned with prevention through identifying, eliminating and controlling 
hazards and risks 
A risk assessment is a careful examination of what could cause harm to people on the 
showground.  The risk assessment enables organisers to determine whether there are sufficient 
precautions in place, or if more needs to be done to prevent harm being realised. 
 

The five step approach: 
 

1. Look for the hazards 
2. Decide who may be harmed and how 
3. Evaluate the risks 
4. Record the finds 
5. Review the assessment 
 

Remember you have a "Duty of Care" to all who attend your show 

RISK ASSESSMENT FOR: 

Date: Venue: 

  

Author: Date: 

  

Checked / Signed off by: Date: 

  

Review Date:  

1 It is important to understand that a risk 
assessment isn’t a ‘one time only’ exercise. The 
Assessment needs to be regularly reviewed 
throughout the show organisation period leading up 
to the show and updated when necessary. 

2 The process of carrying out a risk 
assessment involves identifying the hazards, 
deciding who might be harmed and how, and 
evaluating the risks and taking necessary 
precautions. 

3 The technique of profiling risk can assist in 
the prioritisation and will help focus on risk 
identification, reduction and aid decisions on what 
control measures need further action . 

4 General risk control advice is for general 
guidance as suggested methods that could 
be implemented. 

5 Show specific risk control needs to be 
completed by the organising show and details HOW 
measures are to be specifically put in place. 

6 Some risks cannot be totally eliminated but 
can be reduced with specific measures in place. 

7 Any additional show specific risks need to 
be added, ie ponds on site, adjacent to busy road, 
other events on site etc. 

8 It would be considered good practice for 
societies to make their Covid-19 specific risk 
assessment available to potential competitors, this 
can be undertaken by providing a link to a website 
or social media page. 

Guidance 



DSUK Companion News October 2020 |  20 

Activity Hazards Who might 
be harmed 

Controls Comments Responsible 
person 

Car Parking              
Visitors 

Vehicle 
Accident, 
Tents and 
Large 
vehicles 

All persons 
and dogs 

Stewards directing 
traffic on show 
ground and wearing 
reflective jackets. Plan 
is required, and low 
speeds.  5mph signs in 
place, parking to 
ensure social 
distancing can be 
maintained. 

Plan of area 
regarding 
competitors, 
Visitors, V.I.P. All 
Stewards trained 
and with suitable 
equipment i.e. 
jackets, radios 
and copies of 
plans. Consider 
face masks for car 
park attendants 

Show 
Manager 

Exhibitors As Above     

  

 There should also be 
clear marked 
pathways from car 
park to rings and 
facilities used by 
competitors. Consider 
one-way routes to 
ensure social 
distancing 

 Show 
Manager 

Entry to 
show 
ground. 

Vehicle 
Accidents 

Any person Location maps sent to 
exhibiters. Advanced 
signage on the 
highway. Inform local 
Police and Highway 
agency. 

Clear entry, hard 
standing. 

Show 
Manager 

Exit from 
Show 
Ground 

As above  Exit spread over a 
longer period. Keep 
vision area clear. 

Stewards would 
be of benefit. 
Firm surface 

Show 
Manager 

Access for 
emergency 
vehicles 

Difficult / 
blocked 
access 

Everyone 
and 
animals 

Keep access clear at 
all times 

Park allowing 
access to all areas 

Show 
Manager 

Caravan(s) 
and Tents 

Fire, 
Personal 
injury. 

Property, 
vehicles, 
persons 
and 
animals 

Site Safety Plan.  All 
vehicles parked to 
allow a minimum of 
6m from the wall/
awning of one vehicle 
to that of the next.  
All access must be 
kept clear for the size 
of vehicles and to 
allow cars to hitch to 
caravan unhindered. 

K.C. Guidance. 
Time of year.   No 
Naked flame 
usage.  Consider 
additional space 
between garden 
fencing to ensure 
social distancing. 

Show 
Manager 
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Caravan(s) 
and Tents 

Disposal of 
waste 

infection 
risk 

secure waste area for 
toilet emptying. 

sanitizer available 
at taps and waste 
containers. 

 

Field 
Showground 

Risk of rain/
poor 
weather 
causing 
pathways 
and grass 
areas to 
become 
inaccessible 

Persons 
and 
animals 

Areas sectioned off 
with hazard tape until 
safe.  Possibility of 
having experienced 4 
x 4 vehicle drivers to 
tow stuck vehicles 
out. 

If straw, bark or 
matting is 
available this can 
help in some 
areas. 

Show 
Manager 

Rings and 
roped off 
areas 

Not very 
visible, 
could be 
walked or 
driven into 
causing 
injury. 

Vehicles, 
persons 
and 
animals 

Tape which breaks 
easily to be used 
where possible and 
every effort should be 
made to ensure 
visibility.  Clear out of 
bounds signs. 

Additional signs 
attached to the 
tapes could assist 
the visibility. 

Show 
Manager 

First Aid Accidents / 
injuries / 
illnesses 

People and 
Dogs 

Risk assessment 
undertaken and 
documented to 
minimise risk of 
accident.  Ensure 
there is appropriate 
veterinary and first 
aid cover in place for 
the size of event.  
First Aid Kit & PPE 
(gloves & face mask) 
and hand washing and 
sanitizer available. 

Vet on call, maps 
with directions to 
vet and nearest A 
and E hospital.  
Knowledge of the 
venue postcode if 
ambulance needs 
to be called. 

Show 
Manager / 
Show 
Secretary 

Catering Covid-19 
measures 

People  Catering providers 
must demonstrate 
Covid safety measures 
in place in line with 
current guidance. 

Consider no 
competitor/
public catering.  
Judges/helpers 
catering may be 
all pre-packed.  
Any seating areas 
follow guidance 

Show 
Manager / 
Safety officer 

Trade-stand 
Area 

Storage of 
petroleum 
spirit & 
Propane gas 

People, 
dogs, 
property 
and 
vehicles 

Provision of fire 
fighting equipment 

Knowledge of 
postcode if fire 
brigade needed  
Consider need for 
all trade stand 
holders to 
demonstrate they 
have their own 
risk assessments 
in place and 
suitable 
insurance 

Show 
Manager 

 Use of 
generators - 
trailing 
leads 

 Leads protected, safe 
and correct storage of 
and use of generators, 
propane gas and fuel 
oils 
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Bicycles 
and 
electric 
scooters 

Accidents / 
collisions 

People or 
dogs 

Ensure use of bicycles 
and particularly any 
motorised scooter is 
kept to a minimum, 
enforce speed limits 

High visibility 
jackets to be 
worn by users of 
these.  All use 
only with the 
permission of 
organisers. 

Show 
Manager 

Children - 
helping 

Excited dogs, 
children 
unaware of 
dangers and 
consequences 

Children Children, under 15 
years of age, should 
be under the care of 
an adult (a person 
over 18 years of age) 
who is responsible for 
their conduct at the 
show. 

Children are the 
future of 
obedience but 
their help should 
be suitable for 
the age, 
understanding 
and 
concentration 
level of the child. 

Show 
Manager 

   Give clear directions 
to children what is 
expected of them. 

  

Children - 
not 
helping 

Dogs, moving 
vehicles 

Children Children, under 15 
years of age, should 
be under the care of 
an adult (a person 
over 18 years of age) 
who is responsible for 
their conduct at the 
show. 

Ensure rule in 
schedule and 
given in written 
information to 
campers that 
children must be 
supervised.  Also 
think what to do 
about children 
with bikes etc. 

Show 
Manager 

   Children should be 
aware of how to 
behave around dogs 

  

   They should be aware 
of the KCs Safe and 
Sound Scheme. 

  

Exercise 
area 

Loose dogs, 
dogs chasing 
toys 

People or 
dogs 

Dogs to be under 
control and on lead at 
all times.  Consider 
one-way system for 
all users to permit 
social distancning 

Obedience rules 
state dogs on 
leads at all times 
except for 
'warming up' 
before 
competing. 

Show 
Manager / 
Chief 
Steward 

General & 
Dog waste 

bio hazard people Waste containers 
avaialbe for use 
without handling.  
Sanitizer avaialbe at 
waste points. 

consider double 
bagging dog 
waste 
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Dogs on 
Venue 

Dog on 
dog / dog 
on person 
incidents 

Dogs / 
People 

Dogs on lead at all 
times except when 
competing.  Signs to 
remind all handlers.  
Instructions from 
Chief Stay Steward on 
leaving Stay Ring. 

 Chief 
Steward / 
Show 
Secretary 

 Sun 
Stroke / 
Heat 
Stroke 

Dogs Patrol car park, 
weather check, water 
on site 

 Show 
Manager / 
Chief 
Steward 

Waste      

Covid Specific measures 

Set Up and 
Take down 

Accidents / 
infection 

People Gloves and training of 
helpers.  Provision of 
trollies to transport 
equipment such as 
ring ropes and stakes. 

PPE required for 
all those handling 
equipment.  
Gloves, 
handwashing 
facilities. 

Show 
Manager 

Show day 
activities 

accidents / 
infection 

people on 
the venue 

Brief Committee, 
members/helpers.  
Appoint a Fire Officer 
and Safety officer 
(Show Manager).  
Trained First Aiders 
on site. 

Ensure PPE 
available to 
reduce Covid 
risks, gloves & 
face mask. Hand 
washing and 
sanitizer facilities 

Show 
Manager 

Use of 
buildings 

Fire / 
Accident / 
infection 

People Access restricted as 
required.  Social 
distancing and 
sanitizing measures in 
place 

Clear signage, 
and policed by 
designated 
helpers 

Show 
Manager 

Ring Layout Social 
Distancing 

All users Rings well spaced. At 
least 3m distance 
around all sides.  All 
ring entrances spaced 
to prevent congestion 

Consider one-way 
system around 
the ring areas 

Show 
Manager 
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Booking in / 
running 
orders 

Social 
distancing 
/ infection 
risk 

People All competitors 
provide their own ring 
number and clip. 
Social distancing to be 
maintained, no 
lingering by the 
master score sheet. 

Competitors to 
book in in person 
to the ring / score 
steward while 
maintaining social 
distancing.  No 
writing on a 
booking in sheet 
or master score 
sheet.  All running 
orders and stay 
times etc to be 
published in 
advance. 

Chief 
Steward / 
Show 
Secretary 

   Full partial running 
order 

All running orders 
to be adhered to. 

 

Toilet 
facilities 

Infection 
risk 

People Arrange for regular 
cleaning.  Provide 
sanitizer and hand 
washing facilities 

Consider the use 
of face masks in 
these areas 

Show 
Manager / 
Safety Officer 

Competing 

leads / treat 
pots 

  All these to be placed 
on the floor in a 
designated area by 
the ring.  Not on the 
score table 

Keep a clear zone 
around the ring 
entrance 

Judge / chief 
steward 

retrieve 
articles (B&C) 

Infection 
risk 

people provided by the judge 
but bagged up at least 
48 hours before the 
class commences.  
Handed to 
competitors using 
gloves or tongs 

used articles 
immediately 
placed in a bag 
for disposal or 
washing 

Judge / chief 
steward 

scent cloths 
(A ,B & C) 

Infection 
risk 

People As above for handler’s 
cloth.  Blank & Decoy 
cloths bagged at least 
48 hours before the 
class commences.  
Class C scent to be as 
Class B but with a 
double decoy. 

as above.  If a dog 
picks up a decoy 
cloth the handler 
to gently take it 
place in soiled 
cloths bag and 
immediately 
sanitize their 
hands. 

Judge / chief 
steward 
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Stays social 
distancing 

People Consider stays in 
groups in a 
designated stay ring 
of after every 8-12 
dogs in the working 
ring. 

permit the SA 
markers to 
remain in place 
for stays.  Judge 
and ring steward 
run the stays.  All 
paperwork 
handled by the 
ring steward 
placed in a sealed 
bag at the end of 
the day and left 
48 hours before 
the judge opens 
to do critique. 

Judge / chief 
steward 

presentations 
& awards 

Social 
distancing 
/ infection 
risk 

People Any paper awards, 
trophies / rosettes to 
be bagged up at least 
48 hours before the 
show day.  Then only 
handled with fresh 
gloves on the day and 
placed for safe 
collection. 

Consider no 
awards on the 
day.  All sent 
electronically 
after the show as 
evidence of 
achievements 

Show 
Secretary 
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Operational plan for the resumption of Rally 

Societies are required to consider Government advice, including DEFRA, in place at the time 
when planning an event. It is also worth noting that current advice is different for different 
parts of the United Kingdom and this needs to be taken into account when planning the event 
both in relation to the venue and expected participants. 

Updated 11/08/2020 

Rally regulations temporarily suspended / amended until 1 July 2021 

Societies are advised to hold smaller competitions where possible to allow more space for social 
distancing and space around rings. It may be advisable to try and schedule lower levels in the 
morning and higher levels in the afternoon with advisement of when competitors should arrive, 
to minimise the number of vehicles and people on site. 

Regulations have been amended / altered to facilitate smaller competitions as follows: 

Number of entrants / classes 

Capped Classes – Regulation S5.c 

Societies are advised to consider capping classes, the minimum capping limit for a standard class 
has been reduced to 25 dogs per class and will be available for all types of shows. This means that 
a class can be limited to a maximum of 25 dogs. This limit may be set higher if the society feels 
the venue is large enough to accommodate more entrants and may be increased after the 
schedule has been issued (or the closing date) if government restrictions allow. 

Spectator Dogs 

Animals Allowed in the competition – Regulation S12 

It is advised that no spectators are allowed at the event, as per the general guidance, any one on 
site that has not entered a dog for competition must provide details for test and trace purposes. 
Spectators will not be permitted to bring their dogs on site and competitors should consider 
whether their NFC dogs need to be taken to the competition. 

Facilities and Equipment 

Regulation S15.b 

Judges are encouraged to provide their own rally exercise signs, station numbers and appropriate 
holders and lay their own course out. However if that is not possible loaned equipment must be 
sanitised before and after use. 

Regulations S15.e 

There is no requirement for the handler to be issued with a ring number, they should make 
themselves known to the ring steward when they are due to work. 
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Regulation S15.f 

It is suggested that the judge provides their own administrative tools and completes the scribe 
sheets with the handler and dog details in advance of the competition. 

Regulation S15.g and S15.h 

Any cones or jumps required for the course must be provided by the judge. 

All of these items must only be handled by the judge. 

Awards – Regulation S18 

Printed certificates for qualifying scores and places may be issued electronically after the event. 

Exercises and Signs- Regulation S(C) 

Judges should carefully consider which exercises to use to ensure minimal cross contamination 
occurs. This means consideration should be given to using jumps, if these are included the judge 
must hand sanitise after handling the jump / pole each time, unless it is their equipment and only 
they have used it. 

Bonus exercises 9, 11, 13 and 14 are currently suspended (retrieve and mat exercises) due to the 
requirement for a steward to handle the items. 

Guidance for Risk assessments associated with and/or amendments needed to restart Rally 
competitions 

All competitions will need to be limited or capped, to mitigate risk as much as possible. 

From the viewpoint of the organiser: 

Organiser tasks Proposed 

Venue 
 

Outdoor venue preferable, so rings can be spaced apart, must have plenty of 
room for parking. 
 
If using an indoor venue, class sizes must be limited. The venue must be well 
ventilated. 

Rings Rings need to be spaced out as much as possible, venue allowing, with 
corridors around them for a one-way system to navigate the showground. 
Separate entrance and exit areas would be beneficial, to help with flow and 
to stop crowding. 
 
It is recommended that disposable tape is used around the rings, as there is 
no need to disinfect it and it can just be thrown away afterwards. Also, it is 
more visible to everyone as they navigate the showground. 
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Schedule The schedule must include any specific requirements for competitors such as 
the requirement for everyone to wear masks, sanitise their hands and keep 
to social distancing. 
 
The schedule and pre-show information pack must state that: “competitors 
will be able to walk the course once before judging”, or contain details about 
whether the course plans will be sent out prior to the event (maximum of 
four days before the event). 
Schedule should include link to forum and/or current information on club/
show website or club social media page. 
It is recommended that the schedule should state where the pre-show 
information pack can be found. 

Entry for 
competition 

Organisers may accept online entries only if they wish (but still leave the 
option for paper entries, state online entries preferred). 

Timing It is recommended that organisers have a choice of how to organise the 
timing of their competition. Potential options could be that time slots are 
completely arranged by the organiser, or running orders are published online 
and handlers log on and choose a slot, or organisers could define small 
groups to arrive at specific time slots and work from there. 
 
Whatever option is chosen, organisers should clearly state it in the schedule 
and entry form. 
 
It is recommended that organisers are given the option of limiting handlers to 
two dogs only, in the interests of fairness to others. 

Pre-show 
information pack 

Organisers to prepare a pack which should be available to all competitors and 
published on the Rally forums in advance of the event.  In addition to the 
normal class timings and entry numbers, this should contain information 
about the running orders, car parking, safe routes around the showgrounds, 
toilets, the need to bring own refreshments, allocated time slots (if used), 
information about qualifying certificates, prizes, scribe sheets and how 
competitors can obtain feedback during/after the competition. 
 
To be put in schedule and pre-show information pack: “competitors will be 
able to walk the course once before judging”, or details about whether the 
course plans will be sent out prior to the event (a minimum of four days 
before the event). 
It is recommended that the schedule should state where the pre-show 
information pack can be found. 



DSUK Companion News October 2020 |  29 

Judging Judges should provide their own ring equipment, lay their own course and 
provide their own scribe sheets as normal. They should also have the means 
to time each round and provide their own stationery. Judges should take care 
to disinfect all equipment properly, particularly after contact with other dogs 
and handlers. They should take care to maintain social distancing around 
handlers, dogs and show personnel. 
 

Judges will be asked not to provide feedback on the day; however, this can 
be done by email and/or on the forums. 
 

Judges should be asked not to bring their own dogs to the event where 
possible, due to risk of cross contamination when exercising. 
 

It is recommended that reasonably local judges are invited, and it is 
important to have several reserves, due to the need for flexibility in the 
current situation. 
It is recommended that all mat and retrieve exercises are suspended, due to 
possible contamination risks. 

Scribing/
Stewarding/Helping 

It is imperative that a scribe is used. They could be closer than 2m (if both 
parties agree but would both need to wear a mask in these circumstances). 
Judges could use a Dictaphone and then mark the sheets after the 
competition closes, or at home. Judges could use an audio link, which is 
relayed to the scribe or scorer, however there is a concern over the cost of 
this option. 
 

It is suggested that judges and scribes are aware of current guidelines 
regarding PPE and take appropriate measures. 
Scribe doesn’t need to approach competitor, due to risk of contamination, 
they can find out/check handler and dog information from a distance away, 
or competitor can announce themselves as they enter the ring. 
Judges are strongly encouraged to pre-populate their scribe sheets. 
Scoring should be kept away from the ringside but could be managed by one 
steward per ring as a type of ‘one stop shop’ who deals with an adapted main 
scoresheet, verification of scribe sheets and completing of qualifying 
certificates. Competitors should be stopped from approaching this steward, 
as feedback can be gained online or by email after the event. Alternatively, 
certificates and scoring/verifying can be done after the event, by way of the 
judge taking the sheets home, scoring them and sending results through to 
organiser. Organiser would then forward the relevant details to the 
competitor via email or post. Another option is that the judge keeps all 
sheets, hands them to the scorer at the close of the competition and then 
has a time limit of seven days to score and resolve queries. This would avoid 
cross-contamination and need for a scorer. It would be vital to stress to 
competitors that results will not be immediately available and will be 
published within seven days. 
 

General helpers should be kept to a minimum, although care should be taken 
to ensure everyone conforms to regulations. 
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Walk Throughs Walk throughs would be an area of concern, therefore an option is that 
organisers could send a copy of the course plan out in advance, no less than 
four days before the event.  
 
If people reported in small groups with pre-allocated time slots, there could 
be a 5-minute observation of the course (rather than walk through). 
To be put in schedule and pre-show information pack: “competitors will be 
able to walk the course once before judging”, or details about whether the 
course plans will be sent out prior to the event (maximum of four days 
before the event). 

Prize giving Communal prize giving would be difficult to ensure social distancing is 
maintained. Results will be available at a later point. It is recommended that 
societies issue certificates and/or prize cards by email, without the judge’s 
signature. 

Show 
administration 

All results to be compiled by the organiser, emailed to competitors and 
published on the forums. 
 
All normal admin prior to the event should be ready for any KC inspection or 
emergency that occurs. 
 
Spectators – it is advised that competitors can only bring one other person, in 
the same vehicle, to the event. 
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RISK ASSESSMENT FOR A RALLY COMPETITION 

Effective Planning is concerned with prevention through identifying, eliminating and controlling 
hazards and risks 
"A risk assessment is a careful examination of what could cause harm to people on the 
showground.  The risk assessment enables organisers  
to determine whether there are sufficient precautions in place, or if more needs to be done to 
prevent harm being realised." 
The five step approach: 
 

1. Look for the hazards 
2. Decide who may be harmed and how 
3. Evaluate the risks 
4. Record the finds 
5. Review the assessment 
 

Remember you have a "Duty of Care" to all who attend your competition.  

RISK ASSESSMENT FOR:   

Date:  Venue: 

  

Author:  Date: 

  

Checked / Signed off by:  Date: 

  

Review Date:   

1. It’s important to understand that a risk 
assessment isn’t a ‘one time only’ exercise. The 
Assessment needs to be regularly reviewed 
throughout the competition organisation period 
leading up to the competition and updated when 
necessary 

2. The process of carrying out a risk assessment 
involves identifying the hazards, deciding who 
might be harmed and how, and evaluating the 
risks and taking necessary precautions 

3. The technique of profiling risk can assist in the 
prioritisation and will help focus on risk 
identification, reduction and aid decisions on 
what control measures need further action 

4. General risk control advice is for general 
guidance as suggested methods that could be 
implemented 

5. Competition specific risk control needs to be 
completed by the organising society / individual 
and details HOW measures are to be specifically 
put in place 

6. Some risks cannot be totally eliminated but can 
be reduced with specific measures in place 

7. Any additional competition specific risks need to 
be added, i.e. ponds on site, adjacent to busy 
road, other events on site etc. 

8. It would be considered good practice for 
societies to make their Covid-19 specific risk 
assessment available to potential competitors, 
this can be undertaken by providing a link to a 
website or social media page. 

Guidance 
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Activity Hazards Who might be 
harmed 

Controls Comments Responsible 
person 

Car Parking              
Visitors 

Vehicle 
Accident, 
Tents and 
Large 
vehicles 

All persons 
and dogs 

Stewards directing 
traffic on show 
ground and wearing 
reflective jackets. 
Plan is required, 
and low speeds.  
5mph signs in place, 
parking to ensure 
social distancing 
can be maintained. 

Plan of area 
regarding 
competitors, 
Visitors, V.I.P. All 
Stewards trained 
and with suitable 
equipment i.e. 
jackets, radios, 
mobile phones 
and copies of 
plans. Consider 
face masks for 
car park 
attendants. 

Competition 
Manager 

Competitors As Above  There should also 
be clear marked 
pathways from car 
park to rings and 
facilities used by 
competitors. 
Consider one-way 
routes to ensure 
social distancing. 

 Competition 
Manager 

Entry to 
show 
ground. 

Vehicle 
Accidents 

Any person Location maps sent 
to competitors. 
Advanced signage 
on the highway. 
Inform local Police 
and Highway 
agency. 
 
Advisory speed limit 
signs in place on the 
showground. 

Clear entry, hard 
standing. 

Competition 
Manager 

Exit from 
Show 
Ground 

As above  Exit spread over a 
longer period. Keep 
vision area clear. 

Stewards would 
be of benefit. 
Firm surface 

Competition 
Manager 

Access for 
emergency 
vehicles 

Difficult / 
blocked 
access 

Everyone and 
animals 

Keep access clear at 
all times. 

Park allowing 
access to all 
areas 

Competition 
Manager 
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Caravan(s) 
and Tents 

Fire, 
Personal 
injury. 

Property, 
vehicles, 
persons and 
animals 

Site Safety Plan.  All 
vehicles parked to 
allow a minimum of 
6m from the wall/
awning of one 
vehicle to that of 
the next.  All access 
must be kept clear 
for the size of 
vehicles and to 
allow cars to hitch 
to caravan 
unhindered. 

K.C. Guidance. 
Time of year.   No 
naked flame 
usage.  Consider 
additional space 
between garden 
fencing to ensure 
social distancing. 
Fire 
extinguisher / 
bucket of water 
should be 
available at all 
units. 

Competition 
Manager 

Caravan(s) 
and Tents 

Disposal of 
waste 

Infection risk Secure waste area 
for toilet emptying. 

Sanitiser 
available at taps 
and waste 
containers. 

 

Field 
Showgrou
nd 

Risk of 
rain/poor 
weather 
causing 
pathways 
and grass 
areas to 
become 
inaccessibl
e 

Persons and 
animals 

Areas sectioned off 
with hazard tape 
until safe.  
Possibility of having 
experienced 4 x 4 
vehicle drivers to 
tow stuck vehicles 
out. 

If straw, bark or 
matting is 
available this can 
help in some 
areas. 

Competition 
Manager 

Rings and 
roped off 
areas 

Not very 
visible, 
could be 
walked or 
driven into 
causing 
injury. 

Vehicles, 
persons and 
animals 

Disposable tape 
which breaks easily 
to be used where 
possible and every 
effort should be 
made to ensure 
visibility.  This can 
then be disposed of 
after the event. 
Clear out of bounds 
signs. 

Additional signs 
attached to the 
tape could assist 
the visibility. 

Competition 
Manager 

First Aid Accidents /  
injuries / 
illnesses 

People and 
Dogs 

 Risk assessment 
undertaken and 
documented to 
minimise risk of 
accident.  Ensure 
there is appropriate 
veterinary and first 
aid cover in place 
for the size of 
event.  First Aid Kit 
& PPE (gloves & 
face mask) and 
hand washing and 
sanitiser available. 

Vet on call, maps 
with directions to 
vet and nearest A 
and E hospital.  
Knowledge of the 
venue postcode 
if ambulance 
needs to be 
called. 

Competition 
Manager / 
Show 
Secretary 



Catering Covid-19 
measures 

People  Catering providers 
must demonstrate 
Covid safety 
measures in place 
in line with current 
guidance. 

Consider no 
competitor/
public catering.  
Judges/helpers 
catering may be 
all pre-packed.  
Any seating areas 
follow guidance 

Competition 
Manager / 
Safety officer 

Trade 
Stand Area 

Storage of 
petroleum 
spirit.  Use 
of propane 
gas 

People, dogs, 
property and 
vehicles 

Provision of fire 
fighting equipment 
remove option for 
generators 

Knowledge of 
postcode if fire 
brigade needed.  
All trade stand 
holders to 
demonstrate 
they have their 
own risk 
assessments in 
place and 
suitable 
insurance. 

Competition 
Manager 

 Use of 
generators 
- trailing 
leads 

 Leads protected, 
safe and correct 
storage of and use 
of generators, 
propane gas and 
fuel oils 

 

Crates and 
Trollies 

Accidents / 
collisions 
 
Impact on 
other dogs 

People or dogs Provide crate area, 
monitor crate use 
to ensure gangways 
are clear. 
 
Monitor to ensure 
crates and 
occupants are not 
distracting active 
rings. 

  

Bicycles 
and 
electric 
scooters 

Accidents / 
collisions 

People or dogs Ensure use of 
bicycles and 
particularly any 
motorised scooter 
is kept to a 
minimum, enforce 
speed limits. 

High visibility 
jackets to be 
worn by users of 
these.  All use 
only with the 
permission of 
organisers. 

Competition 
Manager 

Children - 
helping 

Excited 
dogs, 
children 
unaware of 
dangers 
and 
consequen
ces 

Children Children under 15 
years of ag, should 
be under the care 
of an adult (a 
person over 18 
years of age) who is 
responsible for their 
conduct at the 
show. 

Children are the 
future of rally but 
their help should 
be suitable for 
the age, 
understanding 
and 
concentration 
level of the child. 

Competition 
Manager 

   Give clear directions 
to children what is 
expected of them. 

  



Children - 
not 
helping 

Dogs, 
moving 
vehicles 

Children Children, under 15 
years of age, should 
be under the care 
of an adult (a 
person over 18 
years of age) who is 
responsible for their 
conduct at the 
show. 

Ensure rule in 
schedule and 
given in written 
information to 
campers that 
children must be 
supervised.  Also 
think what to do 
about children 
with bikes etc. 

Competition 
Manager 

   Children should be 
aware of how to 
behave around 
dogs. 

  

   They should be 
aware of the KC's 
Safe and Sound 
Scheme. 

  

Exercise 
area 

Loose dogs, 
dogs 
chasing 
toys 

People or dogs Dogs to be under 
control and on lead 
at all times.  
Consider one-way 
system for all users 
to permit social 
distancing. 

Rally rules state 
dogs on leads at 
all times except 
for 'warming up' 
before 
competing. 

Competition 
Manager / 
Chief 
Steward 

General & 
Dog waste 

Bio hazard People Waste containers 
available for use 
without handling. 
Sanitiser available 
at waste points. 

Consider double 
bagging dog 
waste. 

 

Dogs on 
Venue 

Dog on 
dog / dog 
on person 
incidents 

Dogs / People Dogs on lead at all 
times except when 
competing.  Signs to 
remind all handlers. 

 Competition 
Steward / 
Show 
Secretary 

  Sun 
Stroke / 
Heat Stroke 

Dogs Patrol car park, 
weather check, 
water on site. 

 Competition 
Manager / 
Chief 
Steward 



Covid Specific measures 
Venue Infection Everyone Outdoor venue 

preferable, so rings 
can be spaced 
apart, must have 
plenty of room for 
parking.   
 
If using an indoor 
venue, class sizes 
could be limited to 
reduce numbers. 
The venue must be 
well ventilated. 

  

Use of 
buildings 

Fire / 
Accident / 
infection 

Everyone Access restricted as 
required.  Social 
distancing and 
sanitising measures 
in place. 

 Competition 
Manager 

Set Up and 
Take down 

Accidents / 
infection 

Everyone Gloves and training 
of helpers.  
Provision of trollies 
to transport 
equipment such as 
ring ropes and 
stakes. 

PPE required for 
all those handling 
equipment.  
Gloves, 
handwashing 
facilities. 

Competition 
Manager 

Ring 
Layout 

Social 
Distancing 

All users Rings well spaced. 
At least 3m distance 
around all sides.  All 
ring entrances 
spaced to prevent 
congestion. 

Consider one-
way system 
around the ring 
areas 

Competition 
Manager 

Entries / 
Schedule 

Infection Competitors / 
competition 
organiser 

Organisers may 
state that online 
entries are 
preferred.   
 
It is recommended 
that the schedule 
should state where 
the pre-show 
information pack 
can be found and 
should include a 
link to forum and/
or current 
information on 
club/show website 
or club social media 
page. 

Paper closing 
dates may be 
earlier than 
online dates to 
allow time for 
post to be 
quarantined if 
necessary. 
 
It is 
recommended 
that reasonably 
local judges are 
invited, and it is 
important to 
have several 
reserves, due to 
the need for 
flexibility in the 
current situation. 

Competition 
secretary 



Class 
timings 

Infection Judges / 
Competitors 

Organisers have a 
choice of how to 
organise the timing 
of their 
competition.   
Potential options 
could be that time 
slots are completely 
arranged by the 
organiser, or 
running orders are 
published online 
and handlers log on 
and choose a slot, 
or organisers could 
define small groups 
to arrive at specific 
time slots and work 
from there. 

Whatever option 
is chosen, 
organisers should 
clearly state it in 
the schedule and 
entry form. 

 

Walk-
throughs 

Infection Everyone Consideration 
should be given to 
walk-throughs.   
Face masks / 
coverings must be 
worn during any 
walk through. 
Competitors could 
be allocated 5 
minute time slots, 
in which they must 
complete their walk 
through. If time 
limits are stated the 
relevant course 
plan must be 
forwarded to 
competitors 4 days 
prior to the 
competition. 

  



Judging Infection / 
Cross 
contamina
tion 

Everyone It is recommended 
that judges should 
provide their own ring 
equipment, lay their 
own course and 
provide their own 
scribe sheets as 
normal.  Judges are 
strongly encouraged to 
pre-populate their 
scribe sheets. 
They should also have 
the means to time 
each round and 
provide their own 
stationery.   
Judges should take 
care to disinfect all 
equipment properly, 
particularly after 
contact with other 
dogs and handlers.  
Judges could be asked 
not to provide 
feedback on the day; 
however, this can be 
done by email and/or 
on the forums. 

Judges should be 
asked not to bring 
their own dogs to the 
event where possible, 
due to risk of cross 
contamination when 
exercising. 

 

Scribing / 
Stewarding
 / Helping 

Infection Competitors 
/ judges / 
stewards 

It is important that a 
scribe is used but 
social distancing must 
be adhered to, unless 
the scribe is from the 
same household as the 
judge.  If minimal 
social distancing can 
not be adhered to, 
then a face mask must 
be worn by both 
parties. 
Judges could use a 
Dictaphone and then 
mark the sheets after 
the competition closes, 
or at home.   
Scribes do not need to 
approach competitors, 
they can check handler 
and dog information 
from a distance away. 

  



Scoring Infection Competitors 
/ judges / 
stewards 

Scoring should be 
kept away from the 
ringside but could 
be managed by one 
steward per ring 
with an adapted 
main scoresheet, 
verification of scribe 
sheets and 
completing of 
qualifying 
certificates.   
Competitors should 
be stopped from 
approaching this 
steward, as 
feedback can be 
gained online or by 
email after the 
event. 

  

Competition 
day activities 

Accidents / 
infection 

People on 
the venue 

Brief Committee, 
members/ helpers.  
Trained First Aiders 
on site. 

 Competition 
Manager 

Competing Social 
distancing / 
infection 
risk 

People Social distancing to 
be maintained at all 
times. 

 Chief 
Steward / 
Show 
Secretary 

Competing / 
Booking in 

Social 
distancing / 
infection 
risk 

People Social distancing 
must be 
maintained.  
Competitors must 
book in at the ring if 
there is a partial 
running order.   
Competitors must 
provide their own 
pen to tick the 
sheet. 

  

Toilet 
facilities 

Infection 
risk 

People Arrange for regular 
cleaning.  Provide 
sanitiser and hand 
washing facilities. 

Consider the use 
of face masks in 
these areas. 

Competition 
Manager / 
Safety 
Officer 
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Presentations 
& awards 

Social 
distancing / 
infection 
risk 

People Any paper awards, 
trophies / rosettes 
to be bagged up at 
least 48 hours 
before the show 
day.  Then only 
handled with fresh 
gloves on the day 
and placed for safe 
collection. 
Alternatively, 
certificates and 
scoring/verifying 
can be done after 
the event, by way 
of the judge taking 
the sheets home, 
scoring them and 
sending results 
through to 
organiser.  
Organiser would 
then forward the 
relevant details to 
the competitor via 
email or post. 

Consider no 
awards on the 
day.  All sent 
electronically 
after the show as 
evidence of 
achievements. 

Show 
Secretary 
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Operational plan for the resumption of Heelwork to Music 

Societies are required to consider Government advice, including DEFRA, in place at the time 
when planning an event. It is also worth noting that current advice is different for different parts 
of the United Kingdom and this needs to be taken into account when planning the event both in 
relation to the venue and expected participants. 

Updated 11/08/2020 

Risk assessment 

A copy of how to layout your heelwork to music risk assessment can be seen here. 

Effective Planning is concerned with prevention through identifying, eliminating and controlling 
hazards and risks. 

A risk assessment is a careful examination of what could cause harm to people at the venue. The 
risk assessment enables organisers to determine whether there are sufficient precautions in 
place, or if more needs to be done to prevent harm being realised. 

The five step approach: 
 

1. Look for the hazards 

2. Decide who may be harmed and how 

3. Evaluate the risks 

4. Record the finds 

5. Review the assessment 
 

Remember you have a "Duty of Care" to all who attend your competition. 

 

RISK ASSESSMENT FOR A HEELWORK TO MUSIC COMPETITION 

1. It’s important to understand that a risk 
assessment isn’t a ‘one time only’ exercise. The 
Assessment needs to be regularly reviewed 
throughout the competition organisation period 
leading up to the competition and updated when 
necessary 

2. The process of carrying out a risk assessment 
involves identifying the hazards, deciding who 
might be harmed and how, and evaluating the 
risks and taking necessary precautions 

3. The technique of profiling risk can assist in the 
prioritisation and will help focus on risk 
identification, reduction and aid decisions on 
what control measures need further action 

4. General risk control advice is for general 
guidance as suggested methods that could be 
implemented 

5. Competition specific risk control needs to be 
completed by the organising society / individual 
and details HOW measures are to be specifically 
put in place 

6. Some risks cannot be totally eliminated but can 
be reduced with specific measures in place 

7. Any additional competition specific risks need to 
be added, i.e. ponds on site, adjacent to busy 
road, other events on site etc. 

8. It would be considered good practice for 
societies to make their Covid-19 specific risk 
assessment available to potential competitors, 
this can be undertaken by providing a link to a 
website or social media page. 

Guidance 
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 Risk Analysis Risk Control 

ID Activity Hazard 
Who might be 
harmed 

General Risk Control Advice 

Competition 
Specific Risk 
Control 

Kennel Club Standard Risk Assessment 

1 
Car Parking 
Competitors 
and Visitors 

Vehicle 
Accidents 

All persons & 
dogs 

Attendants directing traffic at the 
venue & wearing reflective 
jackets. Plan is required. Traffic 
at low speeds. 

Plan of area 
regarding 
Competitors, 
Visitors, V.I.P. All 
Attendants trained 
and with suitable 
equipment i.e. 
jackets, radios & 
copies of plans. No 
persons under the 
age of 16 . 

2 
Entry to the 
Venue 

Vehicle 
Accidents 

Any person 
Inform local Police & Highway 
Agency. 

Clear entry, hard 
standing. 

3 Exit from Venue As above Any person 
Exit spread over a longer period. 
Keep vision area clear. 

Stewards would be 
of benefit. Firm 

4 
Access for 
emergency 
vehicles 

Clear access 
Everyone and 
animals 

Keep access clear at all times. 
Park allowing 
access to all areas. 

5 
Caravan(s) & 
Tents 

Fire, Personal 
injury. 

Property, 
vehicles, 
persons & 
animals 

Site Safety Plan. 

Kennel Club 
Guidance. Time of 
year. Naked flame 
usage. 

6 
Competition 
Venue 

Risk of rain 
causing 
pathways and 
grass areas to 
become 
inaccessible 

Persons and 
animals 

Areas sectioned off with hazard 
tape until safe. 

If straw is available 
this can help in 
some areas. 

7 First Aid  
Accidents /  
injuries / 
illnesses 

People and 
Dogs 

Risk assessment performed to 
minimise risk of accident. 

Vet on call, maps 
with directions to 
vet and nearest A 
& E Hospital. 
Knowledge of the 
venue postcode if 
ambulance needs 
to be called. 
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8 Tradestand Area 

Storage of 
petroleum spirit 
Use of 
generators  
Trailing power 
leads 
Use of propane 
gas 

People, dogs, 
property and 
vehicles 

Provision of fire fighting 
equipment. 
Leads protected. 

Knowledge of venue 
postcode if Fire 
Brigade needed 

9 
Ring Entrance/ 
Exit 

Dogs 
People or 
dogs. 

Separate entrance and exit to 
the ring. 

Extra fencing could 
be used to fence off 
entrance and exit 
areas to keep dogs 
contained. 

10 Warm up areas 
Dogs, distracted 
owners 

People or 
dogs.  

Positioned away from 
entrance and exit area. 

Ensure next dog to 
compete does not 
interfere with a 
competing dog in the 
ring. 

11 
Children - 
helping 

Dogs, children 
unaware of 
dangers and 
consequences 

Children 

Ensure children are 
supervised when helping. 
Give clear directions to 
children as to what is 
expected of them. 

Children are the 
future of Heelwork To 
Music but their help 
should be suitable for 
the age, 
understanding and 
concentration level of 
the child. 

12 
Children - not 
helping 

Dogs, moving 
traffic 

Children 

Children should be supervised 
at all times. Children should 
be aware of how to behave 
around dogs. They should be 
aware of the Kennel Club Safe 
and Sound Scheme. 

Children are the 
future of Heelwork To 
Music but they must 
still  adhere to rules 
in place. 

13 Exercise area 
Loose dogs, dogs 
chasing toys 

People or 
dogs 

Dogs to be under control at all 
times. 

Heelwork To Music 
Rules state dogs on 
leads at all times 
except for 'warming 
up' before competing 
(and when 
competing). 
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Covid Specific Risk Assessment - Most current and Local Government Regulations to be implemented at all 
times 

 NOTE COVID 19 Everyone 

To follow current government guidelines. For ALL 
people to take control of their own risk 
management and carry their own sanitiser to apply 
after touching anything. 

14 
Before the 
Competition 

Specific 
requirements 

Competition 
Organiser and 
Committee 

Competition Organisers should ensure they:  
Liaise with venue management regarding any special 
measures or requirements they must adhere to. 
Calculate how many vehicles can be accommodated 
with a 2m allowance, as this could restrict entries 
and affect income/expenditure. 
Check with their insurers regarding any specific 
requirements.  
Contact the designated veterinary practitioner 
regarding their Covid 19 policy prior to the 
competition.  
Consider accepting Music with entries to avoid cross 
infection on the day (CD or MP3).   Music choice 
would then not be changeable after the closing date 
of the competition.  
Consider restricting numbers at any one time at the 
venue by time-tabling the classes and allowing 
competitors entry to the venue/parking for their 
class/es only. 
Consider sending Electronic Catalogues with running 
orders. 

15 
Set up and 
Break Down 

Cross  Infection  
Social Distancing 

All involved 

Competition Organisers must ensure that social 
distancing can be maintained when setting up or 
breaking down a Competition and that there is 
adequate PPE provision. Personnel involved in 
setting up the Competition should maintain social 
distance where possible, where this is not possible 
face masks / face coverings are to be worn. 
Equipment to be sanitised at the end of the day. 

16 
Layout of the 
Competition 

Cross  Infection   
Social Distancing 

All Involved 

Competition Organisers must carefully consider the 
entry/exit points of the competition ring. It may be 
an advantage to have two Entrance/Exits to enable 
competitors to leave their belongings in their entry 
area for collection on exit to avoid handling by 
stewards. Organisers should also consider not using 
ring entry/exit barriers to avoid cross infection, but 
be mindful if using separate combined Entry/Exits as 
a Steward, with PPE would be necessary to close the 
next competitors entrance.  If using a separate entry 
and entrance, Organisers must devise a Covid safe 
way of handling/returning competitors belongings 
which are normally left outside the ring.   The ring 
size (with the exception of Premier Competitions) 
may have to be reduced accordingly to allow more 
area for Social Distancing - the ring size 
measurement must be included on the schedule.   
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17 Walkways 
Cross  Infection              
Social Distancing 

Any person 

Walkways need to be adequate to allow maximum 
social distancing. There should be no loitering to 
ensure that walkways are kept clear.  A one way 
system should be adopted where possible. 
Competition Organisers should provide clear signage 
or requirements, including marking on the floor if 
necessary. Wherever possible, all doors should be 
left opened to increase ventilation and avoid cross 
contamination. 

18 
Parking 
(Competitors 
and Visitors) 

Social Distancing Any person 

ideally there should be at least a two metre space 
around each vehicle. Car registration numbers 
should be taken with entries, prior to the 
Competition. There may be no facilities for 
additional vehicles. 
A Car Park Official will regularly patrol the Car Park 
to ensure that social distancing is maintained.  
The Car Park should have an official present at all 
times, however, when not possible, the Car Park 
should be closed to restrict unauthorised access.  
Consider face masks / face coverings for all Car Park 
Stewards.  

19 Test and Trace Social Distancing All Involved 

In order to facilitate Test and Trace, competitors 
must provide the details of any additional person 
they intend to bring with them to the Competition - 
i.e. name and phone number - to the Organisers 
prior to the Competition.  Although it is preferable 
that additional people / spectators do not attend. 

20 First Aid  
PPE                       
Social Distancing 

First Aider                  
All  

First Aiders - need to have relevant PPE - 
Competitors should be prepared to deal with small 
cuts, minor bumps themselves to minimise contact 
with first aiders.  
Face masks and gloves to be worn when dealing with 
normal incidents, but, if the incident involves severe 
bleeding, respiratory issues/heart attacks/strokes 
etc.,  face visors should be made available. 
All incidents to be noted with the Competition 
Organiser. 

21 Exercise Area Social Distancing Any person 

Societies should consider making hand sanitiser 
available at the entrance to the exercise area.  
Competition Organisers may stipulate the number of 
people and dogs using the exercise area at any one 
time and time limit access if necessary.  Where 
possible, Competition Organisers should provide 
refuse bins and dog waste bins which should be 
open-topped, or a hands free waste disposal 
systems.  If bins are to be touched, sanitiser should 
be provided. 

22 Booking In 
Social Distancing   
Sanitising    PPE 

Any person 

Devise a one way system ensuring good Social 
Distancing is adhered to.  If music and catalogues are 
dealt with prior to the Competition, consider the 
booking in of Handlers on arrival at the Car Park.   
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23 
Competition 
Area 

Social Distancing   
Sanitising    PPE 

Any person 

Organisers should ensure compliance with National/
Local Government Restrictions at the time which 
may involve everyone inside the venue wearing face 
masks / face coverings at all times unless in the Ring 
competing.   Hand Sanitiser should be made 
available at all entries/exits.  
Organisers should consider requesting competitors 
to provide their own chairs where spectating is 
possible and to supply their own PPE including hand 
sanitiser. 

24 
Music 
Equipment 

Social Distancing    
PPE  Sanitising 

Any person 

Where possible Competition Organisers should 
consider using a professional DJ who would provide 
their own equipment and PPE and be responsible for 
setting up and breaking down their equipment.   The 
DJ will be responsible for preloading/setting up the 
music for each class prior to the Competition when 
music has been supplied in advance and the 
Competition Organiser should then provide a backup 
CD/Memory Stick of all music in class order. If more 
than one person is designated as DJ during the 
competition, then all the equipment must be 
sanitised as per Covid 19 requirements on each 
change over.  The DJ’s working area must be 
cordoned off,  as per any current distancing 
requirements.  

25 
Commentary 
and Verbal 
Notices 

Cross Infection Organisers/DJ 

Competition Organisers could consider asking the DJ 
to announce the competitors as they enter the ring 
and make all official Competition announcements - 
unless the Organiser has their own microphone 
system – in which case this must be sanitised after 
each use. 

26 Judges 
Social Distancing    
PPE 

Any person 

Organisers should consider asking the judges to 
provide their own stationery and refreshments. 
The Judges' working area should be cordoned off, as 
per the current distancing requirement.  
The Judges' Tables and Chairs should be cleaned 
between each class.  
Score sheets.  These should not be given to the 
Scorer at the end of each round, but placed in a 
supplied bag for collection at the end of each class 
for archiving, however, the Scorer should keep a 
good social distance from each judge to record the 
individual scores from each judge, at the end of 
every routine.  
Judges to provide their own PPE.    
Competition Organisers may electronically sign the 
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27 Stewards 

Social Distancing         
Cross 
contamination    
PPE 

Any person 

Helpers must be kept to a minimum and need to use 
the required PPE as per competitors. The Scorer’s 
operating area should be cordoned off , as per the 
distancing requirements. The Competition Organiser 
may consider the utilising a Competitor's Steward to 
escort each competitor in and out of the ring/warm 
up area 
Covid Specific PPE and Sanitiser Steward will 
regularly monitor all sanitation points and PPE 
provision.  

28 Competitors Infection Any person 

Competitors (or anyone from their household) - who 
is suffering symptom of Covid 19 must not attend 
the Competition.  If the symptoms occur at the 
Competition, they and any group of people they are 
with, must leave the venue and ensure the 
Competition Organiser is informed. 

29 Competitors 

Social Distancing  
Cross 
contamination  
 PPE 

Any person 

Competitors must:  
Sanitise their hands at each sanitation point.  Only 
bring into the venue what they immediately require.      
Take their own props in and out of the ring or 
provide their own helper and remove props from the 
building directly after use.  Seating - competitors 
should bring their own seating, which may be 
allowed inside the venue if space and social 
distancing permits, this will be at the discretion of 
the Competition Organiser. 

30 
Catering  
Official’s meals 

Social Distancing 
Judges and 
Officials 

Meals to be either packed lunches or vouchers for 
catering van. If meals are being served masks and 
gloves to be worn by those serving. If made 
available, tables and chairs to be sanitised after use. 

31 
Catering 
Competitors 

Social Distancing Any person 
Social distancing to be maintained whilst queuing for 
food. No chairs and tables to be provided. 

32 
Caterer's Risk 
Assessment 

General hygiene Caterer 
Outside caterers Risk Assessment to be available and 
social distancing to be maintained whilst queuing for 
food. 

33 Toilets 
Sanitise in and 
out 

Any person 

Hand sanitiser or hot water and soap to be 
constantly available. Toilet cubicles to be sanitised 
and thoroughly cleaned on a regular basis.  A 
queueing system may need to be implemented and 
restrictions placed on numbers. 

34 Children  Social Distancing  Any person 
Children to be supervised, social distancing to be 
maintained. 

35 Loose Dogs Cross Infection Any person 
Any leads used to be sanitised before being used 
again. Social distancing to be maintained when 
handing the dog back to the owner.  

36 Camping Social Distancing Any person 

All camping to be allocated. Pitches to be minimum 
size to contain all vehicles. Adequate space between 
to ensure social distancing. Ensure roadways are 
kept clear at all times. Consider one way systems on 
roadways for entry and exit.  Sanitisers to be at all 
water taps and Elson points and social distancing to 
be maintained when queuing.   
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37 

Presentations, 
Trophies, 
Rosettes, Award 
Cards 

Social Distancing   Any person 

All results online, or on view outside if practicable, 
with any queue being monitored for social 
distancing.  No result sheets to be passed to 
competitors.  Any presentations should be 
completed outside if possible. Sanitised or protected 
Trophies/Rosettes/Award Cards to be laid out and to 
be collected by competitors.   Judges must not shake 
hands with any competitors.    Sanitiser to be 
available to all involved. 

Venue Specific Risk Items - Complete below 

47  

48  

49  

50  

51  

52  

53  
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The Kennel Club welcomes new research 

demonstrating the ineffectiveness of 

electronic collars 

 

The Kennel Club has welcomed the findings of a recent study 

carried out by the Animal Behaviour, Cognition and Welfare 

Research Group at the University of Lincoln, which assessed the 

efficacy of dog training with and without remote electronic 

collars compared to training with positive reinforcement. 

 

The findings from the study, Efficacy of Dog Training With and Without 

Remote Electronic Collars vs. a Focus on Positive Reinforcement, 

published in Frontiers in Veterinary Science, refute the suggestion that 

training with an electronic shock collar is either more efficient or results 

in less disobedience, even in the hands of experienced trainers, than 

positive reinforcement. 

 

Holly Conway, Head of Public Affairs at the Kennel Club, said: “These 

findings provide evidence that dogs can be more effectively trained 

without the use of electronic collars and therefore there is no place for 

them in dog training today. 

 

“The Kennel Club, along with veterinarian bodies and other welfare 

organisations, has long campaigned for a ban on electric shock collars 

and this study proves that positive reward training is all that dogs need. 

The findings are clear and should be reviewed by the government 

immediately to stop the unnecessary suffering of dogs.” 

 

For more information on the Kennel Club’s campaign to ban electric 

shock collars, please visit thekennelclub.org.uk/Electric-Shock-Collars 
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Hatchford Brook 6 August 2017 
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